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E;mltat on High- eve Fhotography if™Southeast Asia
Durlng tre Summer 'lainy Season

1. 1In general, throughout most of "Indochina " high-level photography

will be severely limited during the period of June through September by the
cloudy, reiny weather which is characteristic of the summer sesson in much
of Bouthesst Asia. During this geason, cloud bases tend to locate from 1,000
to 3,000 feet sbove the ground and build upvard many thousends of feet. Con-
sequently, any operation that requires visusl reference to the ground can be
perfgrmed more frequently and succensfuily at or below these levels than at
higher levels.

2. In the interior areas, i.e., throughout much of the mountainous
portion of Vietnam and most of Lacs, locsl varistions in eloud and visibility
cause appreclable differences in the frequencies of favorable conditions for
high level photography. Generslly;—hovever, Successful miseions might be
effected between OBOO end 1000 houra) after the low viaibility of early morning
has improved but before the development of the storm clouds,

3. Along the central Vietnam coast, se in the area of Vinh, excellent
conditions for aeriasl photography oceur periodically fram June to August when

strong westerly winds blow down from the summits of the interior mountains,

. esusing dry weather with scant eloudiness and visibilities &8 great as 125 miles.

L. In the Tonkin Delta region of North Vietnam, good conditions for
high-level photography will prevaill on those occesions from July through
September when a typhoon is located over the South China Sea east of 110°E

longitude and north of 15°N latitude.
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5. The degree of cloud cover and/or visibility which exist et certain,
generally representative locations during the summer months are given in the
following tables. As the selection of loecaticns is limited by the svallability
of stat1;t1c5 , Pleiku, a mountain town in South Vietnam, wes of necessity
selected for Table 3' ag representative of conditions in the interior of

“Indochina.”
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Table 1
Mean Number of %ﬂ Favorable for Hiﬁ-i.evel
Yisual Bombi at cified Hours for Belect Towns

Jun  Ju A Sep

Nepe 0600 0 1 © 2
(Route 8) 1300 2 1 i B
Tchepone 0600 0 . t 3
1300 0 ° ¢ 2
Henoi 0600 2 2 2 *
1300 2 2 2 b
Vinh 0600 b 3 2
1300 3 3 b

z 1sibility > 2 1/2 miles.
¥ Total sky cover < 3-tenths with visi
visibility of more than the 2 1/2 mile minimgm would be required
for high-~level photography.
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Table 2

¥isid Y siances by 5 _end Hour
"oles) osoo” a0 oeo

Luang Prabeng 0.5 20 2 4 k
1.0 37 4 B 5

2.5 €8 18 57 15

6.0 89 33 73 15

Hanoi 0.5 o 0 2 1
1.0 L 2 5 2

2.5 10 ) 1h 3

6.0 Y 11 B 8

Vioh 0.5 0 0 3 o
1.0 ) 0 6 3

2.5 2 1 13 6

6.0 9 5 3 20
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opGREl
Teble 3
‘Meen Freguency (%) of Observations With
. Cef:ling Below g&eciﬁed Altitudes by Month and Hour
(Pet) -~ o600 “1x0  of0 . 130
Pleiku 655 53 1k 3% 7
983 2! 21 53 11
3280 89 89 73 77
8201 51 91 75 86
Henol 655 3 1 5 o
983 8 3 12 1
3280 3k 29 39
8201 Lk kA 49 35
Vinh 655 1 0 6 3
583 2 o 15 T
3280 17 1 36 2%
8201 bl 27 53 »
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